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At the Restoration the king and the church recovered estates
previously confiscated and sold. But the royalist who had,
nominally, voluntarily mortgaged or sold his property, or part
of it, in order to compound for his delinquency, had no redress,
and the validity of the sale was recognized. Hence a large
class of landed proprietors owed their origin to the puritan
revolution.
The cnew gentry', as they were called, can be divided into
two groups. In the first were the rich citizens and moneyed
men who had either advanced money on mortgage to embar-
rassed royalists or bought portions of their estates outright and
in one way or the other supplanted the old squires. The rise
of this class was so striking a social phenomenon that it attracted
attention as early as 1647, when a satirist describes the upstart
gentleman. After lamenting that real gentlemen had been cast
aside like a last year's almanac, or like the king, he proceeds:
I now have liv'd to see the day,
Wherein a fig-man beares such sway,
that knights dare scarce sit by him;
Yea, I have liv'd to see the houre,
In which a clothier hath such power,
that lords are glad to buy him.
Thus doe the froth of all the earth,
A spawne sprung from a dunghill birth,
now prince it in our land:
A people come the Lord knowes how,
Both fame and nameless till just now,
must every one command.1
The second class of new landowners consisted mainly of
soldiers, who received confiscated lands as payment for the
arrears due to them, and creditors of the state, who received
satisfaction for their debts from the lands of the Crown or the
church. In all parts of England army officers suddenly ap-
peared as the proud possessors of great estates, and seemed on
the way to found a new landed aristocracy. Thus Fleetwood
became the owner of Woodstock Manor, Lambert of Wimble-
don, Okey of Ampthill, Pride of Nonesuch—all Crown lands.
Hesilrige picked up cheaply Bishop Auckland and other estates
formerly belonging to the bishopric of Durham, and Birch
1 Willis, Times Whirligig, sig. Bi*. 'Fig-man' seems unkno\vn to the dictionaries.
It may mean simply a seller of figs or be a slang term for a grocer.

